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A terrible explosion ocrurral in g wine
in the Indian Territory in which three
hundred and fifty persbys were ut work
Nearly one half of whom were fatally in-
jured and a lurge number
wounded. The cause of the explosion
pannct be ascertaiued.

serious]y

®le Nalentine Gazeffe has become tirad
of the mgdependent business and has
changed hands and is now the Demovratic
Blade, 1t is a noticeable fact that o
number of the independent papers of this
state have either suspended publication
or “‘gone democritic,” as they bad but a
little way to go,

Chili has decided to avoid a whipping
at the hands of Uncle Sam gnd bas as-
sumed o very congilupory manver. There
appears to be no oecasiop for any  mili-
tary move in the matter, It the differ-
ence can be adjusted peaceably it will be
cause for g gond deal of sutisfuction and
will speak well for the ubilify of the ad-
ministration.

The call for a sugar beet convention at
Prawlond which appears in another col-
umn of this issue should have the atten:
tion of all. The date fixed for the con-
yention is nexst Satupday, Juuw. 16th, and
a good attendance is anbcipated. The
fact that auyone going from bLere would
e pbliged to remain there over Sunday
will likely deter some from attending
who are interested in the matter.

e ——

A small-sized war lias been raging for
some time ip southwestern Knnsas and a
pumber have been killed and state troops
have been called out to preserve order.
Itis the outgrowth of a county seul
fight. The governor has leen asked (o
cull the legislature together i speciul
seasion for the purpose of disorganizing
the counties where the tronble exists,
but it is not expected that a special ses-
sion will be called.

The leading églitoripl of the last issue
pf the Rushville Sun is: “This newspaper
phm; for sale.” The same thing is true
of a number of superfluous papers in Ne-
brasks and several have quietly shut up
shop without trying to unload on =ome
poe else, while others have fouml some
sspiring individual to assume the respon
sibility. There is likely to Le qguitea
thinning out in the list of newspapers in
this state within the next few years.

Benator Peffer has introduced a hill to
puthorize the issuing of trensury notes
fo the amouut of 100,000,000 to be
loaned to the people of Indinnu op mort-
guges on their lunds. 1t was generally
pupposed from the statements of Peffer,
Jerry Bimpson and others, that their
ptate, Kansns, was most in need of gov-
ernment logos, but it appears that Pefler
wants to try the experiment on the peo-
ple of some ollier state,

The educatiopal souvenir of Lincoln,
jssued by the Stafe Juwrnal ix one of the
finest things (hat have come o our
pffice und shows up the edueational ud-
vantages of that city i good shape and
proves that Nebraskn now offers as
good educationnl advantages as any
state. The schools of Nubraska have
reached a stage of perfection which
makes it unnecessary for anyone to go
outside its borders to seek institutions of
Jearning.

In the matter of sending corn to the
starving Russiaps, the corn was con-
tributed and the railroad agreed to trans-
port it to the seaboan] and an effort was
made to have congress appropriate the

tion across the ocean. This
was defeated by the democrats inthe
House, Congressman Bryan of the lirst
district of Nebraska making a speech op-
posing such appropriution, clainiing that
st year coogress bhad no authority to
aanisl Nebraska. Itis believed that the
action of the ‘democrats in the matter
will tend to weaken that party in Ne-
brasks where there are & great many
Russians who bave beea democrats and
who contributed to the corn shipmeut,

An old negro called upon two physi-
cians on New Year's dny at Humboldt,
Neb., to come and attend his boy whos
was sick, but both dechined and the boy
died. Then the men who dug the grave
daslined to wait until the time appointed
ty & minister to hold w serviee uod in-
sisted on burying ibe body as soon na the
grave was dug, It seems almost beyond
beleif that such acts should occurilon
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Tise annual acecunting and settling uy
leis unearthed o numlber of cases when
those who lisve been landling the funds
of others are short in ther acconuts. U
N. Paul, who bhas besu treasurer of
Adams county for four years, is found to
be about 250,000 beliund an! Le and his
deputy hove been arvested for emlezzle
ment. Mr. Baul lus glways beep con-
sidered a straight, honest moan jod so
larie o shortage i= a shook to lis friends.
He has not property enough to make
good the amount and the men on s
bood will have to make up  the defici-
“ney,

The sugar beet committes of Chadron
have contracts sigoed for the raising of
over 1,600 acres of sugnr beets next sen-
soni and the work still goes o The in-
wivations gre that the pecessuoy con-
tracts for 5,000 ncrves of beets will be se-
cured and if that s done Ulsulron will
have a fuctory rewdy to convert the
bt s into sugar |"\' the time the nrop
mitures. The farmers of this loculity
should prepare to co-operate witl
neat Chadron and help mnke the motter
a suecess. The location of a sugur G
tory at Chadron means renewid prosper
ity to northwest Nebraskn and that is
what onr farmers want.  Of course, n
factory at Harrison would be better, hut
if that cannot be secursl, oue at Claud-
ron would make o warket within reach
of our furmers us o low rate would with
out doult be made by the F. 15 & M. V.
for the trunsportution of the heets (o the
f:u.'l"r_\'.
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Sonmd Sense,

Now that the campaign is over, it he-
hooves every furmer and citizen 1o turn
to the rafe question as it is in this state,
and study jt out aml Enow something
about it, so that the voter at next full's
election may have o more clear and just
conception of the facts and the justice in
the cnse than can be had by simply list-
ening Lo ambitivus office weekers who
present only one side of the case. The
boand of transportation has made q <tite-
ment of the question in Nebiraska that ix
worthy u caréful reading by evers man
who wants to be fair to the milvosds us
well 05 to the people.  Ormtors and am-
bitious oflice séekers have presented the
anti-ruilroad side of the question indus-
Lriously for years. The state bonnd o
their recent report on rates lave pre-
sented their view of the cuse, and the
people who wint to know the truth,
ought to read this report corefully, so
that they may judge the mutter fairly
and justly.  The independent jarty in
this state never can hope to command
the respect of thinking men, und Lionest
men; 50 long ns they refuse ta read botly
gsidles of every public issue. We do not
say that present vates in Nebraska should
remain unchianged, and that the report
of the secretaries is an infallialije state-
ment of the cuse, but we do say thut
there has been too much demagoguery
practiced on this question and too much
one-sidedness in the discussion of the
Issue. Therefore we recommend thut
every farmer procure & copy of the re-
port and read it from an honest und un-
prejudiced standpoint. 1t is certuinly
the fullest and pluinest, statenent ever
made to the people, and the officials wlio
made it ought to have credit for huving
given o reason for their actions,— Hamil-

ton County Independent,

The above is the most sensible sugges-
tion ever made by the independent press
of this state. If there Lok leen one
thing more than another that has
damned the new party in the esteem of
the thinking people, it is that jealousy
with which the leaders have attempted
to prevent their followers from reading
both sides. It will stand to the eternal
dingrace of these leaders that they not
only advised and commanded their fol-
lowers rom reading tha other side, but
they actually bonsted of their power in
this respect. *'It don't make any differ-
ence what you fellers say or what you
print, or whether it is true or not, our
fellers won't read it, and thoy wont be-
lieve it if they do read it", wan n remark
common among the leadam of the inde-
pendent party. God “pity a political
party whose proudest boast is that ita
followers will not read or listen to argu-
ment. But the scene in changing. They
do read both sides now, and they begin to
me. Every farmer who reuds the report
sbove referred to, will wee the transpor

~+tation question in & new and clearer!
light than be ever mw It before, —F«
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Neliruskn may well blush for the @ i
tion of the three men who were sent W l
congress 1o Peresenil the sthte o the
matter of sending corn to starving Hus-
stin. Al of them voted against e 2oy-
ernment transporting  the Erio across
the ooean, after the people of their stute
ol coutpibuted the corg aml the il
roguds biad agereel to take 10 to the sea-

board without expense,

Walt Muson lins gone 1o Blair to be
treated for the Lguor laist,  Me. Mason
is one of the most gifted weiters ever en-
waged o newspaper work in Nebruskn,
but \\'hihli} s gut the better of lim wild
his msany foends and admivers all over
the state will lse grliad to leamm of lis be-
voming e from the appetite for drink
With o clear liead Jie will be able to
write ns he los never written belore, aml
will vise higler in his  profession: than
waonld Iisve heen !‘1!“-"-2!!!!‘ liatl he comtin-

wed it Bits old halaga,
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